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The reign of extreme anti-vaxxers 


his year has seen an alarming growth in the anti- 

vaxxer movement, whose roots lie in the USA and 

which has shown a great ability to mobilise large 

numbers in well-planned and violent actions up 

and down the UK. These mobilisations have on 
numerous occasions resulted in serious attacks on the police, 
including a recent clash with officers who were trying to “kettle” 
protestors inside South Kensington Underground station. Anti- 
vaxxer groups, which are being hijacked by the far right, have 
also targeted NHS sites and mainstream media, and recently 
tried to storm the offices of the Medicines and Healthcare 
Products Regulatory Agency. 


home security from the anti-vax movement, if our intelligence 
that they are gaining access to guns proves to be true. 

The Home Secretary does seem to have a blind spot when 
it comes to guns. Following the mass shooting in August in 
Plymouth, in which five people died at the hands of a misogynist, 
she described the deaths as “tragic beyond words”, but stopped 
short of reforming gun laws. Critics have accused her of failing 
to implement the recommendations of a 2019 Home Office 
consultation, which urged further “suitability checks”, such as a 
mandatory GP report, ahead of granting a licence. The Plymouth 
killer had a gun licence and followed the ideology known as 

“incel”, centred on the hatred of women that 


As we mark the 85th anniversary of the A re lu ctance tore for m g un has been linked to several murders. 


Battle of Cable Street it is with dismay that 


we see just how successful the far right has laws shou ldn’t pre clu de 


been in exploiting the pandemic for its own 


purposes. We should be under no illusion Patel from inve stig ating a 


A reluctance to reform gun laws, however, 
shouldn't preclude Patel from investigating 
a group of ex-soldiers planning violent 
anti-vax actions. If, as has been reported, 


that the intentions of those manipulating g rou p of ex-s ol di ers pl ann i n g they have been stockpiling weapons around 


the anti-vax movement and the dangers 


the country intelligence sources must surely 


they pose today are as concerning as viole nt anti-vax actions be abreast of this fact. 


Mosley’s Blackshirts were in 1936 — after 

the Battle of Cable Street the wearing of 

military uniform was made illegal. When will the government 
wake up to this contemporary threat? 

In August, anti-vaxxers briefly occupied the foyer of the 
headquarters of ITV News and Channel 4 News in London, 
shouting out conspiracy theories and threatening news reader 
Jon Snow. In September, Transport for London staff were 
warned about razor blades being placed under anti-vax posters. 
During the first lockdown anti-vaxxers began destroying 5G 
mobile phone masts over spurious claims that the technology 
is linked to Covid-19. These attacks waned once they started 
mobilising people in anti-lockdown protests, but it appears from 
our investigations that they are planning to renew attacks on 5G, 
as well as, worryingly, potentially on transport infrastructure. 

In the wake of these attacks and terror-related incidents, 
Home Secretary Priti Patel made a bid to grab extra powers, 
including oversight of all the country’s intelligence services, 
in which she failed. Earlier this year, she again tried to extend 
her remit, to interfere with the work of the Police and Crime 
Commissioners including the capacity to sack police chiefs 
whom she deemed lenient towards those who pull down statues 
of, for example, slave traders such as Edward Colston. 

Patel described the Black Lives Matter protests as “dreadful”, 
but seems to have a blind spot when it comes to the real risks to 


Autumn 2021 


This tardiness to tackle gun reform may 
have something to do with her links to the 

right-wing think tank, the Bruges Group. If our readers re-visit 
Searchlight exposés of Patel, you will see she has been close 
to Robert Oulds, a founding member of the group who was 
exposed in the national press as a gun fan, when photos emerged 
showing him surrounded by an arsenal of assault weapons. The 
prospective Tory candidate was swiftly dropped and he was 
demoted within the Bruges Group, but a few years later hé was 
back in its top echelons — as its director. 

As Patel rushes her controversial new immigration legislation 
through Parliament she continues at every turn to renege on the 
UK’s international obligations. If any unaccompanied children 
do gain entry to the UK, how are they treated in our care? They 
are often dumped in fourth-rate hotels, with the Home Office 
failing to keep them under observation and ensure their safety. 

So what is Patel’s latest obsession? She has now turned her 
attention to criminalising the possession of laughing gas, 
which is often taken in nightclubs and at festivals. Maybe it is 
time for Prime Minister Boris Johnson to review her position 
— and that is not in the government. Laughing gas or not, a 
growing number of MPs and political commentators don’t 
think her behaviour is anything to be laughed at. @ 


Gerry Gable, editor 
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Reports round-up by Gerry Gable 


Violent anti-vax plan by group of 
ex-soldiers halted but threat persists 


A SECRETIVE PARAMILITARY 
group that was planning violent 
actions across the UK to disrupt the 
Covid-19 vaccination programme has 
been forced to disband following an 
exposé by the Mail on Sunday. 

However, some members of the 
group, Veterans 4 Freedom (V4F), 
intend to continue with their sinister 
plans and are re-grouping under a 
different name, the Global Veterans 
Alliance. Searchlight has information 
that such dangerous groups have 
been springing up around Europe, 
including in Germany. 

V4F plans included launching 
attacks on vaccination centres, 
sabotaging vaccine supplies and 
targeting staff involved in vaccine 
rollout. They were also stockpiling 
weapons and exchanging information 
on the types of weapons that would be 
easiest to obtain. 

Some of them suggested their 


Patel keeps adding to catalogue of blunders 


HOME SECRETARY Priti Patel has a habit 
of putting her foot in it, and her shameless 
admiration for the Bruges Group, the 
right-wing think tank, has led her to do it 


yet again. 


Outrageously misusing her ministerial 
position, she used a Home Office letterhead 
to send the group a message thanking them for 
their support, which group chair Barry Legg is 
proudly showing off in the photo on the right at 


last year’s conference. 


He told the audience that he wanted to 
congratulate Boris Johnson for his choice of 


weapon of choice should be crossbows 
— unlike firearms, these do not require 
registration or a licence. Members 
were also being encouraged to apply 
for firearms licences. 

The group, which was founded 
by a former marine commando, 
was split across 16 cells to organise 
its disruptive activities across the 
country. Membership was restricted to 
former Armed Services personnel who 
have weapons training and are not 
afraid to use it. 

Numbering around 200 members, 
V4F was using the encrypted 
messaging app Telegram beloved of 
extremists to share photographs of 
potential targets, such as vaccination 
centre workers and their car 
number plates. They also used it to 
exchange information about tactics 
and weaponry advice. 

None of the group reveal their 
own names on social media. Its main 


Home Secretary - their stalwart supporter 
Patel - a comment that was received 
ecstatically by the 160-strong conference. 
Founded in 1989 as a so-called independent 
think tank, the group has links with 
mainstream far right parties such as UKIP. 
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Many of those attending its conferences are 
on the extreme right - from Traditional Britain 
Group to the National Front, not to mention 
Holocaust deniers. 

Patel has addressed the group’s meetings 
on at least two occasions. 


leader, calling himself Bellzaac, 
claimed that it was a peaceful 
organisation, in contrast to another, 
John H, who posted an image of 
himself posing with an assault rifle. 

At the same time as planning to 
carry out violent actions around the 
country, V4F was preparing to hold, 
what it termed, a peaceful march of 
military veterans to Parliament on 8 
September to “legitimise” itself and 
gain public support. However, the 
event had to be called off following the 
MoS expose. 

The far right has been covertly 
mobilising within anti-vax groups, 
using them as a channel to popularise 
its extremist ideology and to stoke 
Covid-19 conspiracy theories, as 
reported in our Searchlight exposé 
in this issue. 


Read our investigation into far-right 
anti-vaxxer plans, pages 14-17 


Police investigate 
mosque arson 
attack as hate crime 


Greater Manchester Police are 
investigating a fire at Didsbury 
Mosque. The mosque was saved 

by two passers-by who called the 
fire brigade after noticing flames, 
which they then tried to put out with 
their coats. 

The incident took place just before 
midnight on 10 September 2021. No 
mention was made of the possible 
significance of the date and timing 
of the attack: had the attack been 
successful it would have seen the 
mosque burning in the early hours of 
11 September 2021. 

The mosque has received arson 
threats in recent years, but there were 
no warnings ahead of this attack. 
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Pie n Mash Squad 


https://m.facebook.c 
?story_fbid=13311500 
100069973542804&sfnsn=scwspmo Call 
out for us! Few of us surrounded! Where's 


everyone! 


4284&id= 


Far right protesters call for back-up as demo flops 


Outnumbered 
The pathetic 
ranks of the far 
right (centre 
images), 

below which 

is their cry for 
reinforcements 


WHY FAR RIGHT groups keep 
organising demonstrations outside 
Lunar House in Croydon remains a 
mystery because every time they 
do, they muster very few people. 
On every occasion in recent 
years they have been massively 
outnumbered by a mobilisation of 
anti-racists, local trade unionists, 
and political and faith leaders. 
Lunar House is the 
headquarters of the UK Visa 
and Immigration service and 
Saturday 4 September 2021 saw 
yet another failure for the far right 
whose attempt to stir up hate 
and mobilise people to protest 


against Afghans coming to the UK 
saw their number at their height 
being counted on the fingers of just 
two hands. 

Those there to reiterate support 
for Afghan refugees numbered at 
their peak around 130. Stand up 
to Racism Croydon organised the 
counter-demonstration and there 
were speakers from the Afghan 
community here, a local education 
union NEU representative, local 
councillors and the Bishop of 
Croydon, with banners from Stand 
up to Racism, rail union RMT, 
and Unite Community Bromley 
and Croydon. 


No doubt the Pie and Mash 
Squad were a little embarrassed to 
have to put the following post on 
Facebook on the day “Call out for 
us! Few of us surrounded! Where's 
everyone!”. They were accompanied 
by a handful of the National Front 
and what is left of the Democratic 
Football Lads Alliance. 

The overwhelming message then 
to any passer-by was thankfully that 
‘Refugees are Welcome’ here in the 
UK with a YouGov poll finding that 
over half of Britons (52%) would 
support a resettlement scheme for 
Afghans fleeing the Taliban, with 
only 29% opposed. 


Antisemitic internet broadcasts put talk show host in jail 


A TALK SHOW host for an internet 
radio station has been sentenced to 
32 months in prison for “inciting 
racial hatred” by using antisemitic 


hatred, referring to Jewish people as 
“the enemy to be fought and defeated”. 
His social media posts confirmed his 
antisemitic views. In addition, Hart, 


Division Nick Price said: “Graham Hart 
used his position to influence people as 
a radio host to stir up racial hatred and 
incite violence against the Jewish race”. 


Hart was prosecuted following 
an investigation led by Devon and 
Cornwall Police into eight radio 
broadcasts he had made between 
18 July 2016 and 24 December 2020. 


who was also a singer, had asked viewers 
to send him a gun so that he could “lead” 
the fight against Jewish people. 

The Crown Prosecution Service Head 
of Special Crime and Counter Terrorism 


language and making racial slurs in 
his broadcasts. 

Truro Magistrates’ Court heard 
that, in the broadcasts, Graham Hart 
had admitted his aim was to stir up 
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Reports round-up 


Covid deniers 
top the bill at 
anti-vax rallies 


PIERS CORBYN (top left) was among 
those who, on 18 August, staged 
demonstrations about purported 
vaccine disinformation in central 


London, including the Labour Party r TD BL 
headquarters in Victoria (top right). zi ra we oe F 2 


Earlier in the month, anti- 
vaxxers briefly occupied the foyer 
of the headquarters of ITV News 
and Channel 4 News, heckling 
newsreader Jon Snow. 

Anti-vax actions have continued 
throughout the summer, gathering 
large crowds at anti-lockdown and 
anti-vaccination protests, some of 
which have ended with police being 
pelted with bottles. 

On 24 July, a large rally in 
Trafalgar Square (bottom) was 
addressed by far-right hate-spewing 
media personality Katie Hopkins 
(pictured on-screen), who had been 
deported from Australia earlier 
that week for boasting about her 
intention to break quarantine rules. 

Other speakers included 
conspiracy theorists David Icke, 
ex-nurse Kate Shemirani who was 
struck off the nursing register, 
pseudonutritionist Gillian McKeith 
and climate change denier Corbyn. 


Read about Searchlight’s anti-vaxxer 
investigation, pages 14-17 


Two men jailed for posting racist video on Snapchat 


TWO MEN WERE given jail terms in speaking over a televised speech by the sentiments expressed targeted 

August for the hate crime of “sending by Home Secretary in January 2021, which individuals and communities 

public communication a grossly offensive | Cumming had then re-posted on his own and caused widespread distress 

message”. Due to the nature of the profile, before a third party uploaded it and concern.” 

offences, the Crown Prosecution Service to Twitter, where it went viral. The CPS treated the case as a hate 

(CPS) requested an immediate custodial An English Defence League hoodie crime from the outset, presenting 

rather than suspended sentences. was found at Henderson’s address. evidence of Henderson’s previous 
Jake Henderson of Nottinghamshire He admitted having attended at least offences, his views of extreme prejudice 

was sentenced to 10 weeks in prison one rally, but denied that he was a and association with a far-right 

and Robert Cumming of Doncaster to white supremacist. group. This showed that it is not an 

6 weeks. On a private forum, Snapchat, CPS chief prosecutor Janine isolated incident, but part of a pattern 

Henderson had posted a video of himself | Smith said: “This video and the vile of behaviour. 
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Teenager found 
guilty of plotting 
acts of terror 


A TEENAGE NEONAZI has been found 
guilty of plotting acts of terrorism and 
disseminating a terrorist publication. 
Matthew Cronjager had identified a 
target and had been trying to get hold of 
a 3D printed gun or sawn off shotgun to 
carry out the killing. 

He was active on online platforms 
promoting right-wing ideology and was 
obsessed with making or obtaining 
firearms. Cronjager was intercepted 
when he unwittingly exchanged 
information with an undercover officer 
who had infiltrated a Telegram group 
called The British Hand. 

Police found material likely to be used 
in preparing an act of terrorism at his 
home. He will be sentenced in October. 


Choose jail or reading, 
judge tells extremist 


AN EX-STUDENT charged with 
possessing information likely to be 
useful to preparing an act of terror, 
avoided a custodial sentence when the 
judge ordered him to choose between 
reading classic literature or jail. 

Ben John had downloaded thousands 
of white supremacist documents 
and bomb-making instructions. The 
prosecution did not consider that he was 
planning a terrorist attack, which may 
explain that, when sentencing, the judge 
offered him this unusual choice. John 
will appear before the judge in January 
to be tested on the benefits of his reading. 

The judge also gave him a suspended 
2-year sentence and a 5-year serious 
crime prevention order. 


Trump booed over vaccine 


EX-US PRESIDENT Donald Trump 
was booed at a rally in late August 
when he urged people to get vaccinated 
against Covid-19, telling them that 

it worked. The audience in Cullman, 
Alabama, where he had gained 88% of 
the vote in the presidential election, did 
not welcome his advice. 
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Plans to turn boats back to 
France include using jet skis 


rench Interior Minister Gérald 
F Darmanin has hit back at the 

UK after it emerged that Home 
Secretary Priti Patel had sanctioned 
plans to stop small boats in the Channel 
and force them to return to France. 

The plans are also thought to include 
using officers on jet skis to prevent 
boats entering British waters. Border 
staff are already being trained to use 
these, with the aim of introducing the 
scheme from the end of the year. 

Patel had earlier made threats to 
withdraw the extra finance announced 
to support the French patrols of the 
French coast as she was growing 
frustrated that boats were continuing to 
reach UK shores. Darmanin has stated 
that France would not break maritime 
laws or give in to “financial blackmail”. 

The Home Secretary drew further 
criticism when it was revealed that the 
UK plans to use X-ray technology to 
check the age of those claiming asylum 
as a “child”. In 2018, German doctors 
criticised as “unethical” the use of such 
scans and cast doubt on how reliable 
they were in determining exact age. 

The UK pledge to accept 20,000 
Afghan refugees in total, taking only 
5,000 this year, is not out of line with 
Canada’s pledge to accept 20,000 
and Australia’s pledge of just 3,000. 
Turkey has stated that it will not be 
“Europe’s migrant storage unit” and is 
doubling its efforts to build a “border 
wall” along its frontier with Iran. It has 
taken in the largest number of Afghans 
after Pakistan. 

France and Germany have not 
committed to specific numbers, but 
they have indicated that they will 
accept some Afghan refugees. Of 
greater concern is that some officials 
in European Union countries have 
voiced concerns that they wish to avoid 
a repeat of the surge in support for 
populist right-wing parties following 
the arrival of Syrian refugees in 
Europe in 2015. 


The UK government has urged all 
local authorities to take some refugees, 
but only one third of councils have 
so far done so, with some saying they 
cannot afford to accept refugees. One 
has stated that it will “get a bit of abuse 
from residents”, saying that it will have 
to weigh up what is “right and proper”. 

Refugee campaign groups continue to 
warn that boat crossings will continue 
until such time as safe routes are made 
available. The crossings are known to 
be high risk and those taking this route 
do so out of sheer desperation. 

Two fatalities have been reported 
during crossings: one man died on 
board a vessel in August and the body 
of another man was pulled from the sea 
on the Sussex coast on 11 September. 


ADVERTISEMENT 
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‘Open up safe routes 


for Afghan refugees 


By Cathy Pound 


fe he Afghan Human Rights 
Foundation and Stand up to 
Racism called on people to 
protest outside the ministerial offices 
of Home Secretary Priti Patel on 

23 August. 

The message from those gathered 
was undoubtedly relayed to the Home 
Secretary, which was to demand that 
the Conservative government “Open 
safe routes, stop deportations and stop 
the asylum bill”. 

The protesters called for an amnesty 
for Afghans already in the country 
and that the ludicrous limit to accept 
only 5,000 Afghans into the UK this 
year, and to allow a total of 20,000, 
be scrapped. 

They highlighted that many 
Afghans who are already in the country 
have been refused asylum and they 
have had no reassurances that they 
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no longer face deportation despite the 
changed situation in their country. 

Among the protesters was a 
large contingent of Afghans, who 
had previously gathered to call for 
interpreters and other staff who had 
worked for the UK in Afghanistan to 
be assisted to leave. 

Speaking at the demonstration, 
Mohammad Asif, of the Afghan Human 
Rights Foundation, said: “We call upon 
Priti Patel to immediately announce 
an amnesty for the UK-based Afghan 
asylum seekers and to grant them 
humanitarian protection.” He added: 
“We ask the UK government to be more 
compassionate.” 

There was just a lone intervention 
to the protest by a cyclist who 
seemed to be casually passing the 
demonstration. He attempted to 
shout some obscenity, but this was lost 
to most who were listening intently 
to the speakers and lending their 
solidarity to the people of Afghanistan. 


In memory of 
Searchlight editor 
Maurice Ludmer 


THIS YEAR MARKS the 40th anniversary of the 
untimely death at the age of 54 years of Maurice 
Ludmer, campaigning anti-racist journalist and 
editor of Searchlight 1975-1981. 

It is also the 85th anniversary of the Battle of 
Cable Street, when anti-fascist demonstrators 
blocked a march headed by British Union of 
Fascists leader Oswald Mosley, on October 4 
1936. This was 3 years before the start of the 
Second World War during which the Nazi death 
camps were Set up. 

Just after the war, as a young soldier of 20 
years, Maurice visited the Belsen Concentration 
Camp as part of the War Graves Commission, an 
experience that sparked a resolve to devote his 
life to ensuring this could never happen again. 

At the rededication of his grave in 2019, his 
daughter, Karen, said: “As memories of the past 
fade - and the ideologies he fought are sadly 
becoming again more mainstream - it gets 
harder to say ‘never again’. You are not only 
commemorating a man who dedicated his life to 
fighting racism and antisemitism, but also your 
commitment to keeping these dark and ever 
menacing forces at bay.” 

Antisemitism campaigner, writer and historian 
David Rosenberg describes the commemoration 
of the Battle of Cable Street as “living history as 
racist attitudes, discrimination and violence still 
scar Our society, and fascist groups are waiting in 
the wings to ... spread their propaganda of hate 
as we emerge from the worst moments of the 
Covid crisis into an economic crisis.” 

In the early 1960s, Maurice became very 
involved in anti-racism activity, working with 
Indian Workers’ Association leader Jagmohan 
Joshi. He set up the Co-ordinating Committee 
Against Racial Discrimination. 

Maurice later worked as a freelance journalist, 
and collaborated in 1974 with our current editor 
Gerry Gable, to produce a booklet, A Wel/ Oiled 
Nazi Machine, which exposed the nature of the 
National Front. 

He was a member of the steering group of 
the first Anti-Nazi League in 1977. He was also 
an active trade unionist and was president of 
Birmingham Trades Council. 

Maurice died from a heart attack in May 1981 
at his home in Birmingham, leaving his wife Liz 
and two daughters. 
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Asummer of hate 


Martin Smith examines the role of neonazis in Hungary's Ultras groups and how 
the country’s far right Prime Minister is legitimising their actions 


ar right Hungarian football 

supporters (Ultras) ensured 

that the World Cup qualifying 

match between Hungary 

and England in Budapest in 
September 2021 was marred by some of 
the worst racist violence international 
football has seen in a decade. 

Even before the ball was kicked, the 
Puskas Arena in the Hungarian capital 
was a cauldron of racist intent. A sea 
of hooligans wearing black T-shirts 
emblazoned with ultra nationalistic 
slogans and far right emblems greeted 
the players as they entered the stadium. 
Loud boos rang out as the England 
players took the knee in their protest 
against racism and in solidarity with the 
Black Lives Matter (BLM) campaign. 

That was just a taster of what was 
to come. When black English player 
Raheem Sterling scored, the threat of 
violence became reality. Along with a 
chorus of boos, cups and bottles were 
hurled at him and the ITV commentator 
reported that Raheem was subjected to 
a barrage of monkey chants. Another 
black English player, 18-year-old Jude 
Bellingham, suffered the same fate as he 
warmed up on the touchline. 

Sadly, this is not the first time 
Hungary’s Ultras have been involved 
in widespread racist and homophobic 
abuse. During Hungary’s opening 
EURO 2020 match against Portugal, 
the Hungarian Ultras displayed 
anti-LGBTQ banners (the tournament 
was postponed by one year due to the 
pandemic). They repeated the banner 
drop at the Germany game. 

Ahead of the match against France, 
thousands of Hungarian Ultras marched 
to the stadium. They carried a banner 
calling on players to stop taking the 
knee in protest against racism. Rather 
than condemn this action, Hungary’s 
Football Association stated that the 
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national team would not kneel before 
kick-off. During the game, the Ultras 
racially abused black French players — 
N’golo Kanté, Kylian Mbappé and Paul 
Pogba were all subjected to monkey 
chants. 

After the tournament the European 
football body UEFA announced that 
Hungary would play its next three 
home games behind closed doors as 


punishment for its supporters’ actions. 


Unbelievably, this did not apply to the 
World Cup qualifying match that was 
organised by international football 
association FIFA. 


Racist symbols 


The Ultras, 
including the 
Carpathian 
Brigade, wear 
black T-shirts with 
nationalist slogans 
(top) and wave 
banners with far 
right emblems 
(bottom) 


Behind the Ultras 

Many of the hooligans hurling racist 
invective at England’s black players 
belong to the Carpathian Brigade 
(CB). Formed in 2009, they are easily 
identifiable by their black T-shirts 
with “Hungary” written in white 
lettering on them. 

The CB is primarily led by nazi 
sympathisers, who belong to the 
country’s numerous Ultras groups. 
Ultras’ banners at the England game 
included the notorious antisemitic 
and racist Ferencvaros Ultras (Green 
Monsters). Last season, the group was 
photographed carrying a “White Lives 
Matter” banner. 

Hungarian anti-fascists at the 
England game report identifying 
supporters wearing T-shirts of eight 
nazi groups in the CB section, including 
the Our Homeland Movement, Guards 
of the Carpathian Homeland Movement 
and the Outlaws Army. 


Fidesz: the puppet masters 
It would be a mistake just to see this 
racism as a movement from below. The 
words of Hungarian Prime Minister 
Viktor Orban legitimise their actions. 
He welcomes opposition to BLM and 
during EURO 2020 stated: “I disagree 
with football players kneeling. I don’t 
even have the slightest sympathy for 
kneeling... A Hungarian kneels in 
three cases: before God, before his 
country, and when he asks for the hand 
of his loved one. In all other cases, it is 
culturally alien to us. We don’t expect 
our national teams to kneel, we expect 
the opposite, that they win, that they 
fight and, if they fail, then die standing.” 
Football plays an important role in 
developing Orban’s world view. He is 
more than happy to use the Ultras to 
promote his nationalistic, illiberal vision 
for Hungary. & 
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Tory asylum bill puts 
human rights at risk 


The UK is on the brink of tearing up the Refugee Convention it signed up to 70 years 
ago but, warns Cathy Pound, the government's rationale is not based on fact 


ith an 83-seat 
majority in 
the House of 
Commons 
the Johnson- 
led Conservative government has the 
opportunity to push through a raft 

of legislation that Margaret Thatcher 
could only ever have dreamt of. 

The Nationality and Borders Bill 
2021 will effectively tear up the 
Refugee Convention signed 70 years 
ago on 28 July 1951 and many are 
warning that, if passed in its current 
form, the legislation would breach 
international law. 

On the first day of the second 
reading of the Bill, Stand up to Racism 
hosted an online meeting to address 
how to continue to oppose the Bill, 
given the inevitability that it would 
be passed in Parliament the very next 
day. It passed by 366 votes to 265, 
with only the Democratic Unionist 
Party supporting the government and 
no Conservative MPs voting against 
the Bill. 

As the Stand up to Racism meeting 
took place online on 19 July 2021, the 
Labour MP for Torfaen, Nick Thomas- 
Symonds, moved a vote that the 
House decline to give a second reading 
to the Bill on the grounds that it 
breaches the 1951 Refugee Convention 
and that it fails to fix the failures of 
this government to process asylum 
applications ‘competently’. 

The attempt to stop the Bill in 
its tracks inevitably failed but, as 
speakers at the online event agreed, 
every effort must be made at every 
opportunity to question and block what 
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is being termed by campaigners as the 
“anti-refugee bill”. 

The government website openly 
states that, alongside the Borders 
Bill, it will be “taking forward an 
ambitious transformation programme 
of secondary legislation, rule-changes 
and operational reforms”, which it 
repeatedly states will create a “fairer” 
system that will “break the business 
model of criminal trafficking networks” 
— thus the government claims that it 
will be “saving lives”. It states bluntly 
that the Bill will ensure that it will 
enable it to “remove from the UK those 
with no right to be here”. 

There is much concern about the 
government's interpretation of who has 
the “right to be here” since it plans to 
take rights away based on the route by 
which someone arrives in the UK. 


Offshore camp 

Ahead of the second reading, the United 

Nations Refugee Agency commented: 

“Plans to create a new lower class 

of refugees are discriminatory, 

breach commitments in the Refugee 

Convention and should be dropped.” 
The news that Home Secretary Priti 

Patel had begun talks with Denmark 

about entering into a formal agreement 

to secure an offshore “detention” camp 

to send people pending the outcome of 


The most visible arrivals, by 
small boat crossings, number 


only around a quarter of those 
seeking asylum in the UK 


their asylum claims has shocked many. 
There had been much ridicule of Patel’s 
consideration of the Ascension Islands 
as a potential camp, but the idea that 
the UK could guarantee that people sent 
to a processing centre in Rwanda would 
be safe and secure is questionable. 

There is much misunderstanding or 
perhaps misinformation surrounding 
the repeated statement that people 
should seek asylum in the “first safe 
country” they reach. Even former Prime 
Minister Theresa May, who initiated 
the “Go Home” vans when she was 
Home Secretary, acknowledged that the 
Refugee Convention does not state that 
an individual must make a claim in the 
first safe country. Given the geography 
of the UK, some organisations have 
commented that few would ever reach 
the UK first to seek asylum and that 
in no system would it make sense that 
people remained in the countries they 
first reached, which are currently 
Greece and Italy, rather than be offered 
asylum throughout Europe and beyond. 

Another major concern is the 
attempt in the Bill to take away the 
right to claim full refugee status, 
depending on how someone enters 
the UK, rather than the actual merit 
of their claim. Just as which country 
someone passes through en route to 
claim asylum has no impact on where 
they will choose to seek asylum, the 
way in which they travel to seek asylum 
plays no part in the legal merits of their 
asylum claim. 

If this Bill passes, it seems highly 
likely that trying to remove someone’s 
rights to be granted full asylum will 
be tested in the courts. The proposal 
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that people will regularly have to 
provide evidence that they continue 

to have a right to claim asylum seems 
to echo the demands for decades of 
documentation by those still caught up 
in the Windrush scandal. 

As the Borders Bill passed its 
second reading on 20 July 2021, there 
was an explosion of media reports 
that boat crossings had exceeded the 
previous year’s figures and images 
abounded of migrants arriving on the 
beaches in Kent. 

The same news stories went on to 
announce that the Home Secretary and 
the French Minister for the Interior, 
Gérald Darmanin, had entered into 
a new agreement that would see the 
UK giving a further £54 million to the 
French government to increase the 
number of police patrolling the French 
coastline. Patel was quoted as saying 
that British people have “had enough of 
illegal migration and the exploitation of 
migrants by criminal gangs”. 

Two questions arise from this 
coverage and Patel’s assessment of the 
situation. First, the emphasis that is 
being put on those entering the UK via 
small boat crossings — these are the 
most visible arrivals, but they number 
only around a quarter of those seeking 
asylum in the UK (8,417 out of a total 
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of 31,752 in 2020). In addition, the 
number of people seeking asylum each 
year in the past few years is nothing 
like the peak of 2002 when there were 
84,000 applications. 

The fact that those landing in Kent 
are not being welcomed by other local 
authorities means that this county 
has an unfair burden on its resources, 
which serves to fuel the idea that, as a 
nation, we are unable to support what 
would be a fair proportion of those 
seeking asylum throughout Europe. 


No joyride 
Lord Alf Dubs posted a video message 
on 20 July 2021 followed by a tweet on 
21 July: “The govt’s #bordersbill denies 
children basic human rights. To say ’m 
disgusted by it is an understatement. 
Child refugees are not on a joyride — 
they have fled to safety to escape war 
and persecution, just as I did as a child. 
All I ask is that we take our fair share.” 
Second, if Patel is correct that 
British people have “had enough” of 
the criminal gangs’ “exploitation” of 
migrants this might indicate that the 
public wants the rights of migrants 
seeking asylum upheld rather than 
taken away. It might also mean that 
people have sympathy for those seeking 
asylum, rather than the fear and 


loathing that we are led to believe. 
Findings from an ICM poll taken 
on 28 July found that three in five 
people (59%) are proud that Britain 
has protected refugees since it signed 
the Refugee Convention in 1951. There 
is concern that Patel has been creating 
the myth of a “migrant crisis” in order 
to make the government to be seen as 
the one that was finally bold enough or 
ruthless enough to tackle and solve the 
concerns regarding “immigration” that, 
on the whole, are those of a minority, 
albeit a vocal minority, whose voice is 
amplified tenfold by the media. 


Behind the statistics 

It may be that this government dares 
to “tear up” the Refugee Convention 
because it thinks it is what the public 
wants and that it will be rewarded by 
the electorate. 

It is our job, then, as anti-racists to 
ensure that we continue to talk about 
the people behind the statistics, to 
use the figures to show that we are not 
granting asylum to “more than our 
fair share”. It is up to us to highlight 
that people will have made a gruelling 
journey to reach our shores and 
endured an asylum process that may 
have seen them living for extended 
periods in detention centres that have 
been not fit for human habitation. 

We must show that the lack of 
housing, and secure and properly paid 
work are not the result of granting 
asylum to this tiny proportion of our 
population, but are the consequences of 
this government's policies. 

We must continue to fight the 
passing of the Bill into law and, should 
it become legislation in its current form 
— albeit with limited amendments that 
will be made in its remaining stages — 
its full implementation. 

We are already offering a pretty 
inhospitable welcome but, as many 
of those seeking asylum often say: 

“We are fleeing for our lives and it 
makes little difference whether what 
we are fleeing to seems little better.” 

In other words, it is a fallacy that 

there is a “pull” factor to the UK, but 

it is undeniable that there is a “push” 
factor for people to flee their countries, 
leaving their families and homes. It will 
be a shameful day for the UK if we turn 
our back on the Refugee Convention 
with the passing of this Bill intolaw. @ 
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Hidden in the crowd 


tis a beautiful Sunday morning 
and the church bells announce 
the beginning of another holy 
communion service. Birds are 
singing, bees are pollinating 
and a large group of people is huddled 
together under a tree. Nearby some 
children are playing on the swings and 
someone’s dog has escaped its owner, 
causing momentary entertainment. 

Those assembled look serious. Many 
of them scowl. Someone starts talking 
and they all move a little nearer to 
hear what is being said. “If I saw Boris 
Johnson or a member of his cabinet 
I'd shoot them on sight,” says a man to 
generous laughter from his colleagues. 
Everyone here is white, aged 35-plus. 
The majority are men. 

“Shooting’s too good for them,” 
he continues. “Anyway, they'll 
be irrelevant when the planetary 
alignments change and we move to the 
new age. We don’t need them. We'll 
sweep them away like flies.” 

“Hang ‘em, I say,” adds a long-haired 
hippy type individual whose Black 
Sabbath T-shirt looks as much a relic 
of the mid-1970s as he does. Last week, 
he sported a T-shirt that replayed an 
old anarchist slogan of the 1980s: 

“Guy Fawkes. The only man to enter 
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Far-right groups are taking advantage of the pandemic, 
using anti-vax groups to spread their ideology. Stephanie 
Jones exposes their latest tactics to target the disaffected 


Parliament with honest intentions.” 

“I want to talk about the Rothschilds 
and the big bankers,” says a chain- 
smoker who, missing the irony, lights 
up the first of many roll-ups and starts 
to talk about the “anti-health vax 
conspiracy”. “Anyone who’s had the 
vaccine will be dead within months, 
once they start operating 5G on the 
set frequency.” 

Much nodding into paper cups while 
perusing copies of The Light, a national 
free so-called newspaper that, from 
humble beginnings, has become the go- 
to read for conspiracy theorists, anti- 
lockdown activists, “freedom” fighters 
and host of hardcore tin-hat nutcases 
for whom the past 18 months have been 
both a boon and the fulfilment of their 
darkest, deepest fears. 

The far-right activists love The Light. 
They get hold of hundreds of copies and 
distribute them. They stick their own 
contact details inside copies. Founder 
and chair of English Democrats Robin 
Tilbrook and For Britain leader Ann 


Marie Waters have been given space to 
expound their extremist views within 
the pages of Britain’s supposedly fastest 
growing “newspaper”. 

At the park, on the edge of the group 
that now numbers 30, there’s a couple 
taking notes, looking serious. They 
come every week, armed with stickers, 
papers, notebooks, leaflets, details 
of new websites for their comrades 
to peruse and information about 
meetings. There are a lot of meetings 
and later I find out why. 

It would be easy to write this lot off 
as crazy conspiracy theorists. Some 
of them are just that, but a minority 
are truly dangerous individuals. They 
welcome big anti-lockdown rallies 
in the major cities where “it kicks off 
against the police. They got a really 
good thrashing in London last time”. 
Yes, indeed. Large groups of young 
men, some identifiable as football 
hooligans from the main London 
“firms”, launched several assaults on 
the police. Bricks were thrown. There 
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were serious injuries. You see, these 
small groups are part of a massive 
network of hundreds of similar units. 
Taken together they can put tens of 
thousands of people onto the streets in 
our major cities. It is not unrealistic to 
suggest that a recent rally in London 
attracted 100,000 people. Those used to 
mass violence out in the open, the hard- 
core hooligans, love the anonymity 
provided by a large crowd. 

“Police? Don't make me laugh. 

They deserve it,” says the note-takers’ 
colleague. “Doing the government’s 
dirty work. We warned them to choose 
their side. They chose wrong. Bastards.” 
This kind of talk is normal within 
these circles. Violent talk, the issuing 
of threats, the welcoming of “acts 

of resistance against government 
tyranny”. All are OK with this. After a 
few weeks I ask a simple question: “So 
what do you think all this activity of 
ours will amount to in the end?” 

“The overthrow of this government 
and the whole rotten system,” one note- 
taker replies. Agreement is general. And 
why? Any number of reasons, including: 
“Well, if we don’t kill them, they'll kill 
us. They've already started...” The 
conversations are something to behold 
if you're not au fait with the many 
theories and ideas behind the hatred. 
Things often become Hyde Park-esque 
in their intensity as one pseudoscientist 
argues with a naturopath. “Look, I read 
it on Telegram, that they’re using the 
Covid vaccination as a bioweapon to kill 
90% of the population off.” Cue a rant 
about billionaires Bill Gates, George 
Soros and the New World Order. 

“No, you're wrong,” the 

self-appointed healer replies. “It’s all 
~ about energy and the poisoning of the 
planet.” Despite her green credentials, 
talk of natural remedies, offers of 
discount workshops and mindfulness 
sessions, she too has gone over to 
the dark side. “Violence against such 
tyranny is necessary,” she says. She says 
that the group says, we are all going to 
die. That that much is clear. 

Anyone vaccinated against 
coronavirus has become an unwitting 
carrier of nasty toxins. And possibly 
microchips designed by the CIA. This 
bioweapon, I am reliably informed, 
will be engaged by the sending of a 
specific signal via the newly installed 
5G network. Forget the fact that 5G has 
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‘By working behind the scenes a 
bit, we get more people involved 
and we can give them general 
information plus the information 
we want them to get’ 


Under the radar 


At antivax 
protests, such as 
those in London, 
extremists are 
reinforcing 
conspiracy 
theories that 
secret cabals run 
by, for example, 
billionaires, 
Jews and the 
Illuminati, are 
plotting world 
domination 


not been rolled out nationally, and not 
everyone who has been vaccinated will 
live within range of said “secret signal”, 
but who cares about these little details. 

Those who survive, and resist, will 
be put in concentration camps, “like 
they’re doing in China”. I am told that 
“those illegal immigrants put up in 
makeshift camps” (I thought they were 
all in five-star hotels, but never mind) 
will be removed to “make way for us, 
the true freedom fighters.” 


Right-wing vehicle 
It’s all very millennial. It often seems 
like a doomsday cult. This is dangerous 
stuff. They call it free speech. They 
demand to be heard and they are 
being heard. Look around: there are 
millions of stickers proclaiming “There 
Is No Virus”, “Plandemic”, “Covid 
Hoax Ahead”, “NWO Lies 2 U” and 
“Resist Globalist Tyranny”. We might 
conclude that this is, in fact, dangerous 
speech because words have serious 
consequences. But what will it lead to? 
Not a million miles away in Plymouth 
reports of an appalling five-person 
murder, by 22-year-old Jake Davidson, 
a crazed man influenced by right-wing 
propaganda, and a huge fan of such 
luminaries as Donald Trump and Katie 


Hopkins, has only just left the front 
pages and first stories on local TV. 

Right-wing extremists with a very 
long track record of political activity 
within the British National Party (BNP), 
and the For Britain movement, with 
links to such groups as Mark Collett’s 
Patriotic Alternative and others, are 
very active within the anti-lockdown 
movement. In our investigations, it 
has become increasingly clear that the 
aim is to use the movement to further 
their aims and ambitions, and to 
spread hatred. 

So what is going on? Well, it goes 
something like this. The traditional 
nationalist movement in the UK, once 
reasonably united around the BNP 
under Nick Griffin, is now splintered 
into at least a dozen warring factions. 
The street movement formerly known as 
the English Defence League (EDL) has 
all but vanished, with the Democratic 
Football Lads Alliance (DFLA) just a 
shadow of its much larger predecessor. 
The anti-Islam movement and its 
religious bigotry has little or no traction 
with the general public — it never did, 
but it did gain some support in the early 
2010s. All this has now gone. 

The largest group of those remaining 
are former BNP, and UK Independence 
Party (UKIP) activists whom we 
might call “The Independents”, in 
that they refuse to follow any one of 
the tinpot leaders of the modern far 
right (Paul Golding, Collett, Tilbrook, 
Jayda Fransen, etc). 

Some of them have realised that the 
traditional anti-immigrant rhetoric 
offered within the confines of a far-right 
party cannot gain enough traction to 
make a real difference. Multiracialism, 
diversity — call it what you will — is, 
despite many tensions, much more 
accepted in the UK. It is our reality in 
2021. Equally, hardcore neo-fascists, 
who consider themselves not only 
more enlightened and racially superior, 
will almost certainly be aware of their 
predecessor John Tyndall’s notorious 
suggestion that “when we lose the 
ability to hate” all is lost. Tyndall said 
this in 1974 in order to rally the most 
extreme elements within the British 
fascist scene around his leadership of 
the National Front. 

The hatred has never gone away. 
Seasoned anti-fascists and readers of 
this magazine know that, if they know 
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nothing else. Speak to the activists 
gathered in the park and close your 
eyes. Listen to what they say: it is pure 
fascism. The public is stupid and a 
vanguard group needs to lead them. 
The public has been the victim of a long- 
term, long-time conspiracy involving 
bankers, globalists, the money power. 
A small group can be infiltrated, but 
hundreds of groups in a loose network 
cannot. (And, as the Italian fascists 
suggested, one stick can be broken but 
a dozen sticks together cannot be so 
easily destroyed.) 

Elections won't work — they’re 
a system ploy, an escape valve, so 
militancy is required. Revolution. 
Violence. Sound familiar? Whenever 
neo-fascists lose the argument, and 
subsequently fall out, they turn to 
violence. And there is little difference 
between the underlying ideologies 
resulting from the 19th century forgery, 
The Protocols of the Learned Elders of 
Zion, and the ideas put forward by the 
most popular conspiracy merchants of 
the modern day: David Icke, Alex Jones 
... take your pick. 

Acquiring this “special knowledge” 
and the belief that they know something 
their peers may not makes them feel 
special, more enlightened. 

The very same socioeconomic groups 
that supported Oswald Mosley before 
and after the war, and those who voted 
in such numbers for the BNP and 
UKIP, are reflected in the make-up 
of the many groups meeting to “fight 
for freedom against lockdown” today. 
Poorly educated, looking for someone 
to blame for their difficulties and 
failures, for an overarching conspiracy 
that explains why they became ill and 
someone else didn’t. True, the groups 
involved in the “freedom” movement 
do include people who might not 
necessarily have been attracted to the 
far right in the past. But, if the far right 
can gain enough of a foothold within 
the anti-lockdown effort, all the better. 


Easy answers 
This has happened because the far right 
knows that in situations of extreme 
stress, national change or economic 
uncertainty a significant percentage 
of the population will look for easy 
answers to hugely difficult questions. 

In its more obvious form one can 
download anti-lockdown leaflets from 
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the Patriotic Alternative website. 
However, as one of the organisers 

of the anti-lockdown groups I’m 
investigating tells me: “If we'd called 
ourselves something like Patriots 
Against Lockdown, we‘ have hardly got 
anyone. By doing this, working behind 
the scenes a bit, we get lots more people 
involved and we can give them general 
information plus the information we 
want them to get.” 

Hence, the blame can be put ona 
small minority of people — the ancient 
enemy, a secret government, the 
Illuminati, the Controllers, the Jews. 
It’s not us, it’s them... 

There’s nothing new under the sun. 

I tentatively ask about the Jewish 
question. They seem to know what I 
mean. “Well, look what they’re doing in 
Palestine,” says one man, confidently. 
He goes on to say that, when all is said 
and done, “Zionists” are in control. He 
even produces a document from his 
Tesco carrier bag that tells me how Bill 
Gates is really a “secret Jew” (Bill Gates, 
Jewish Aristocrat by Miles Mathis). 

Why does this matter? Well it matters 
because a quick perusal of The Light, 
edition 12, page 4, in many ways 


Meeting of minds 


Conspiracy 
theorists Kate 
Shemirani and 
David Icke were 
speakers ata 
freedom rally in 
July in London. 
The conspiracies 
include warning 
of the New 
World Order 


now the voice of the anti-lockdown 
movement, reports in its latest rant, 
that “Soros and Gates” have bought a 
UK Covid-19 testing company called 
Mologic. The article talks about the 
“so-called global south”, not exactly a 
subtle hint about its editors’ views on 
those less fortunate than ourselves. 
The Zionists, you see, the billionaire 
planetary controllers, are not only 
investing in UK companies but are 
using “our” technology to help “them”, 
the dark masses on the subcontinent. 

It doesn’t take a genius to realise 
where this is going. Once again, 
the Jews, the Zionists, the Secret 
Controllers, are manipulating 
government and the media in their 
quest for “total domination”. They must 
be stopped and, if violence is necessary, 
so be it. This time, however, the targets 
are wider. The rightist activists know 
they're not likely to get near to Bill 
Gates or Prime Minister Boris Johnson. 
But they can cause violence, chaos and 
mayhem. They can attack the police. 
They can attack people going about 
their everyday business (remember 
England's Chief Medical Office 
Chris Whitty being jostled in central 
London?) and target perceived enemies. 


Watershed moment 

Thanks to disgraced nurse and 
demagogue Kate Shemirani, who was 
kicked off the nursing register, we 

now have 1.1 million targets because 
everyone who works in “socialised 
medicine”, the NHS, is a legitimate 
target. Her speech at a recent rally in 
London, where she suggested that NHS 
staff should be “hung”, was a watershed 
moment. We should not be surprised 

if some people take her seriously — and 
take action. 

No lack of targets, no lack of desire to 
inflict injury and spread the revolution. 
They kill us or we kill them. That is 
the thinking... 

On the ground, there is a huge 
network of groups. If a number of 
neo-fascist or “solid” individuals can 
get in and direct traffic, then this is 
seen as success. There is a concentric 
ring of groups: the soft stage 1 group 
where those involved might simply be 
looking for support and comfort during 
lockdown. There will be a smaller 
stage 2 group, drawn from this larger 
one, dedicated to undertaking activities 
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such as leafleting, putting up posters, 
stickering, banner dropping, graffiti 
and similar street actions. 

In this, the national network of 
groups has been hugely successful. 
Even in more rural parts of the UK you 
can find anti-lockdown graffiti, often 
visible at major road junctions, on or 
beneath motorway junctions, in places 
where the message can be seen by a 
large number of people. And, such is 
the success of the wider movement on 
the ground, that you can’t walk down 
any street these days without seeing an 
anti-lockdown message. 

Above and beyond the more active 
element is a stage 3 level, where the 
aim is to get the most militant of 
militants involved. The goal is to cause 
damage to the national infrastructure 
and, given that 5G technology is seen 
as the catalyst for mind control and 
mass depopulation, this is the clear 
target. Searchlight can reveal that we 
are aware of groups with neo-fascist 
involvement, who are actively planning 
to renew attacks on 5G installations and 
mobile phone towers. 

As early as May 2020, there were 
reports of the first of these attacks. 
Indeed, 77 mobile phone towers have 
been targeted, according to Isobel 
Hamilton at businessinsider.com. 

She noted that one engineer had been 
violently assaulted and we now know 
that much more of this is planned. 

Alexander Martin, Sky News 
technology correspondent, reported 
in May 2020 that “around 90 attacks 
targeting the UK’s telecommunications 
infrastructure have been reported 
during the coronavirus lockdown. The 
incidents, which surged over the Easter 
weekend, are believed to be motivated 
by conspiracy theories linking Covid-19 
to the deployment of 5G masts”. Michael 
Whitty, a Merseyside man who had 
previously been convicted of firearms 
offences, admitted at Liverpool Crown 
Court to an arson attack on a phone 
mast. That is one example of many. 

The Independent newspaper 
warned in October last year that 
the UK was “the worst affected” 
nation in Europe in terms of violent 
action against 5G installations. 

A letter written to the European 
Commission by European Union 
(EU) member countries suggested 
that “acts of vandalism against 
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Searchlight is aware of groups with neo-fascist 
involvement, who are actively planning to renew 
attacks on 5G installations and mobile phone towers 


Radiating lies 


Another popular 
falsehood is the 
link between 

5G and secret 
signals that 

will be used for 
mind control 


telecommunication infrastructure and 
escalating disinformation on EMFs 
[electromagnetic fields] and 5G are 
not only a threat to the economy of the 
affected member states but also hinder 
the ability for the European Union to 
meet its ambitious 5G goals”. 

The letter went on to highlight the 
false claims and conspiracy theories 
that drive such direct action. 


Home-grown terrorism 
Further and continued attacks are 
currently under active discussion. In 
the investigations Searchlight has 
been carrying out it has become clear 
that the end of the general national 
lockdown ramped up the violent talk 
and calls for “appropriate” action. 

By engaging militant stage 2 activists 
in relatively mundane, though often 
illegal activity, activists dedicated 
to stage 3 action can see how their 
charges operate under pressure. Stage 2 
activities are the precursor to stage 3. 
As one of the militants said, “It’s great 
training, getting people out there. We 
can see if they’re any good and go from 
there. Each operation is effectively a 
training run for the next level.” 

Members of stage 3 groups are being 
encouraged to obtain firearms licences. 
It is already perfectly legal to get hold 
of air rifles, crossbows and knives. It 
can only be a matter of time before an 


organised group or, more likely given 
recent experience, a lone wolf attacks a 
facility, 5G mast installation or a fellow 
human being. 

We know that Thomas Mair, a man 
not dissimilar in background to Whitty, 
was wound up to the point of no return 
by violent and extremist rhetoric before 
killing MP Jo Cox in 2016. At that time 
anti-immigrant and anti-EU rhetoric 
was at its zenith. We have yet to come 
across a single Remain voter within 
the network of anti-lockdown groups. 
They may exist, but the most militant 
activists tend to share many prejudices 
about Europe, immigration, the nature 
of government, the secret controllers 
behind it — and the need for action. 

Back at home, the note-takers are 
looking at a local 5G mast. “That thing 
won't be there for much longer,” they 
say, smiling. “Let’s hope someone 
deals with that **** who got that facial 
recognition camera installed in town.” 


Opportunistic 

Our investigations clearly indicate a 
new and worrying change of tactics 
within Britain’s far right. A number 
of serious players in the scene have 
been organising within the anti- 
lockdown movement. They have no 
moral problem with violence, and in 
encouraging people to attack their 
perceived enemies and targets. 

The continued failure of the 
traditional far right movement is in 
stark contrast with the more successful 
anti-lockdown effort. Don’t forget that 
over 100,000 people attended a rally 
in Trafalgar Square recently to protest 
against the UK’s lockdown policies. In 
France and Italy, we have seen huge 
opposition to “mandatory” vaccinations 
and the use of health “passports”, with 
associated mass attacks on the police. 

In this febrile political atmosphere 
it should come as no surprise that 
the more intelligent elements of the 
far right see an opportunity. How 
many people in a 100,000 crowd are 
needed to operate a dangerous terrorist 
network? Half a dozen? A dozen? 

Think about it. But not for too long. @ 
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orty years ago last month, 
Searchlight broke one of 
the most important stories 
it has ever investigated. 
British nazis, in league 
with members of a French nazi group, 
were planning to bomb the Notting 
Hill Carnival and provoke a race war. 
The plot was thwarted only because 
Searchlight’s mole, Ray Hill, had 
infiltrated those planning it. 

When Ray boarded the Paris Metro 
on the evening of 20 April 1981, he 
thought he was on his way to a routine 
birthday celebration for Adolf Hitler. 
He'd been invited over “to meet some 
of the comrades” by a French fascist 
called Alex Oumow when they had met 
at the Brighton home of the notorious 
Hancock family, themselves lifelong 
fascists and printers to the entire 
far right. 

The previous night in Paris Ray 
had stayed at the flat of a French- 
Vietnamese fascist called Yann Tran 
Long, whose apartment was a veritable 
arsenal of guns and ammunition. The 
next morning, Ray couldn’t get out 
quickly enough. A Hitler birthday party, 
to which Oumow was now taking him, 
would be just so much light relief. 

Oumow led him to a nondescript 
backstreet restaurant with a large 
private dining room curtained off at the 
back. Behind the curtain, already the 
worse for wear, were about 40 nazis, 
members of the Faisceaux Nationalistes 
Europeans (FNE), all in uniform, 
noisily celebrating the fuhrer’s birthday. 

Ray’s standing on the British far right 
at the time was considerable, so he was 
led straight to the top table and placed 
next to an older nazi with a finger 
missing. After some introductory chat 
about the state of the British far right, 
this gentleman got to the point. 

The comrades in Italy, France and 
Germany had begun to fight back, with 
bombings at Bologna, the Rue Copernic 
and the Munich Oktoberfest. Now it was 
the turn of the Brits to do something 
meaningful. What, asked Ray, did he 
have in mind? You must bomb Brixton, 
barked his companion, and all around 
the table there were cheers of approval. 
The French could provide anything that 
was needed: explosives, detonators and 
timing devices. Were the British up to 
it? Ray was shaken, but said he would 
take the idea back to England. 
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Following bombings in Bologna and other European cities 
in the early 1980s, Ray Hill was charged with instigating a 
terror campaign in the UK. Andy Bell recounts the events 


Of course, Ray had no intention of 
doing so, but Oumow had other ideas. 
While in England, he had made contact 
with Tony Malski, the deranged leader 
of the minuscule National Socialist 
Action Party (NSAP), and had been 
impressed. Ray was to contact Malski 
and tell him to get in touch about the 
bomb plan. Ray could hardly ignore the 
instruction, but he tried to minimise 
the chance of contact actually being 
made by just casually dropping it into 
his next conversation with Malski: “Oh, 
by the way, Alex wants you to get in 
touch some time.” 

It didn’t work. Shortly afterwards, 
Malski phoned Ray. He'd been in touch 
with Alex. He was excited: “We're going 
to do Notting Hill. We’ve already got the 
geli, all we need now are the detonators. 
We'll give them a fucking Carnival 
to remember.” 


Detonators 
They met a few days later. By now the 
plan had developed. They were also 
going to put two gunmen on the roofs 
of buildings overlooking the carnival. 
After the explosion, they would open 
fire hoping that black people would 
think the police were firing on them and 
react violently. “We'll turn the n*****s 
on the cops!” Malski exclaimed. 

He was, he explained, going to Paris 
to pick up the detonators, travelling 
on the ferry over the bank holiday 
weekend. It was all arranged with Alex. 
Things were getting serious. As far 


as Searchlight was concerned, this 
information plainly had to be placed 
in the hands of the authorities who 
could block Malski’s madcap scheme. 
Hopefully, they could also arrest him 
in the process of bringing back the 
detonators from France where, we 
presumed, he was to collect them from 
Yann Tran Long. With luck, Malski 
would put it down to a random search. 
However, with no connection of 
our own to the security services, 
Searchlight had to approach a fellow 
journalist who had highly placed 
contacts in Customs and Excise, who 
acted as the liaison with MI5. A few 
hours later, a gentleman “from the 


Home Office” turned up at Searchlight’s 


London office and took delivery of a 
briefing note we had prepared. And 
that, we thought, would be that. 

It wasn’t. The bank holiday weekend 
came and went. Then, on the Tuesday, 
Malski was again on the phone to Ray: 
“Tm back.” Ray was flabbergasted. 
“Successful trip?” he asked. It was, 
said Malski, without elaborating. We 
concluded that he must have returned 
with the detonators. There was now 
only one option: blow the whole story, 
even with the attendant risk that Ray’s 
cover would be blown. That risk had 
to be taken. We contacted the Daily 
Mirror and it splashed the story on 
the front page: “Carnival Race War 
Plot”. The Shadow Home Secretary, 
Roy Hattersley, weighed in, demanding 
police action. 


United in 
celebration 
The plot to 
bomb the 
Notting Hill 
Carnival 40 
years ago 
failed and 
the event 
continues to 
be a colourful 
multicultural 
extravaganza 
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Malski was furious, but wouldn't 
speak to Ray about the Paris trip on 
the phone. Then the two fell out when 
Ray declined Malski’s offer to lead the 
NSAP. To find out what had happened 
we had to wait until 1983, when we were 
filming The Other Face of Terror, based 
on Ray’s book of the same name, by 
Belbo Films for Channel 4. Arranging 
to meet Malski in a west London pub, 
Ray was wired for sound and a secret 
camera was placed across the bar. 


They got on to the Paris trip and 

Malski offered an account that took 

us completely by surprise. He had, it 
seemed, been stopped not on his way 
back, but on the way out. And, far from 
being arrested, or even questioned, he 
had been warned off. Malski recounted: 


They said: “We know where 
youre going. We know youre 
going to pick up some things 
in Paris. We were tipped off 
to look for a bloke with your 
description, your name.” 

He said: “Weve been tipped 
off youre going to pick up 
some gear.” 

He said: “Don't bring it back in.” 


Now, the only three that knew 
we were going over there to see him 
was Alex Ormouw ... only him, Yann 
and me ... And Alex was the one who 
introduced me to Yann in the first place. 

So, Searchlight’s intervention had 
stopped the bombing, though not in the 
way we had intended. Malski did not 
bring back the detonators because he 
had been warned not to, following the 
information we had passed on to the 
security services. And, providentially, 
Malski had completely forgotten that 
he had shared his travel plans with Ray 
who, as a result, was above suspicion. 

Malski concluded that, as Yann lived 
in France and the leak had been to 
British Special Branch, the leak must 
have originated in the Brighton circle 
around the Hancocks and Ormouw. 


“It’s definitely someone on the south 
coast,” he concluded. 
“Definitely ...” agreed Ray. 


The 2021 Notting Hill Carnival was 
cancelled due to the pandemic but will 
return next year 
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Master of intolerance, 
darling of the right 


Viktor Orban's Hungary is a beacon of anti-liberalism for conservatives. Up for re-election 
next year he is already peddling his extremist propaganda, as Martin Smith explains 


cross Central and 

Eastern Europe we are 

witnessing governments 

adopting authoritarian 

forms of governance 
and developing political agendas that 
borrow heavily from the far right. 
Viktor Orban’s Fidesz government in 
Hungary is a case in point. 

Since retaking power in 2010, 
Orban’s form of right-wing populism 
has become renowned for pursuing 
an anti-migrant agenda, promoting 
antisemitism and anti-Roma racism. 
The government has implemented 
constitutional changes that have 
undermined the country’s democratic 
institutions, curtailed free speech and 
shackled the independent press. Fidesz 
loyalists now control the country’s 
courts. The situation is now so serious 
that the think tank Freedom House 
has downgraded the country from a 
“free” to a “partly free” state in 2019. 

With the demise of ex-US Precedent 
Donald Trump, Orban has become the 
new talisman for the far right across 
Europe and beyond. Over the past few 
years, an alliance has been developing 
between the USA alt right—-Trumpian 
wing of the Republican Party and 
Orban. Between 2018 and 2020, 
Orban held strategy meetings with 
Steve Bannon, one of Trump’s former 
advisors. Patrick J Deneen, one of the 
most prominent conservative political 
theorists in America, met with Orban 
on a trip to Budapest in 2019. He 
described the Hungarian government 
as a “model” for US conservatives. 

Most recently, in August, Tucker 
Carlson broadcast his popular Fox 
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News talk show from Budapest. 
Carlson heaped praise on Orban, 
lauding his policies on border control, 
family values and the struggle of 
Christianity against liberalism 

and the left. 

Carlson was given a military 
helicopter tour of Hungary’s 
anti-migrant wall along the Serbian 
border. He was so impressed with 
it compared with the US—Mexican 
border wall that he said it made him 
“ashamed to be American”. 


Conservative ‘elite’ 

What was not widely reported in the 
English press was that Carlson and 
Orban spoke at a three-day festival 
organised by the Matthias Corvinus 
Collegium (MCC). The MCC was 
awarded a $1.7 billion grant by the 
Orban government this year. 

The college aims to educate and 
train 10,000 students across Hungary 
and Europe to become a “future 
conservative elite”. The government 
donation to the MCC amounts to about 
1% of the country’s gross domestic 
product. Similarly, the far right Law 
and Justice party (PiS) government 
in Poland has set up a university, 


In the week following the 
launch of Orban’s national 
consultation more than 30,000 
people joined the Budapest 
Pride. It was the largest Pride 
that the country has seen 


Collegium Intermarium, with the 
purpose of developing a conservative 
Christian elite. 

In a New York Times column 
Ross Douthat candidly spelt out the 
reasons behind the love affair between 
the US alt right-Trumpian wing of 
the Republican Party and Orban. 

According to Douthat, Orban’s appeal 
is “not just his anti-immigration 
stance or his moral traditionalism... 
It’s that his interventions in 
Hungarian cultural life, the attacks 
on liberal academic centres and the 
spending on conservative ideological 
projects are seen as examples of 

how political power might curb 
progressivism’s influence”. 

As Searchlight reported in the 
previous issue, Orban is also behind 
moves to expand the far right’s 
influence across Europe. A new 
alliance of far right groups was 
launched in the European Parliament 
in July 2021. Its stated aim is “to - 
reform Europe” and build a new 
nationalist coalition. 

Those signing the statement 
included Orban, Marine Le Pen of 
France’s Rassemblement National, 
Matteo Salvini of the Italian League, 
Jaroslav Kaczynski of Poland’s Justice 
and Law party, Santiago Abascal of 
the Spanish group Vox, and Giorgia 
Meloni of the Italian neo-fascist 
Brothers of Italy movement. 


Re-election 

But it is not all plain sailing for Orban, 
in 2022 he is up for re-election. A 
formidable electoral coalition of six 
opposition parties, from the social 
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democrats to the far right Jobbik, has 

been created to challenge Fidesz. 

Wasting no time, Orban’s electoral 
campaign has already been launched. 
True to populist form it has been 
launched with a national consultation 
exercise that asks the Hungarian 
public its opinion on 14 questions. The 
questionnaire is framed around the 
direction the country should take after 
the Covid-19 pandemic. The questions 
include: 

@ Do you support an increase in the 
minimum wage? 

@ Should taxes be lowered? 

®@ Do you support an increase in 
family benefits? 

These are clearly populist demands, 
designed to elicit a favourable 
response and make the government 
appear as if it is helping working-class 
and middle-class Hungarians. There is 
also a question designed to strengthen 
the government’s opposition to the 
European Parliament. 

Below are two questions that show 
how Fidesz is using the antisemitic 
tropes around Hungarian-born US 
billionaire philanthropist George 
Soros as a way of strengthening 
its campaign against so-called 
LGBT ideology and its racist stance 
on migration: 

@ Organisations funded by Soros 
have launched a wide-ranging 
international attack on Hungary 
over its child protection law. 

The law prohibits sexual 

propaganda directed at children in 

kindergartens, schools, and media 
accessible to children. What do 

you think? 
® Soros will attack Hungary again 

after the epidemic because 

Hungarians are against illegal 

migration. Some say that we 

should resist pressure from Soros 

organisations, others say that 

Hungary should give ground in 

the migration debate. What do 

you think? 

Government publicity for the 
consultation is not as crude as 
the material used in recent Fidesz 
election campaigns. Instead of using 
images that echo those of the far 
right Horthy regime of the 1930s, 
the campaign uses emojis to elicit 
support. For example, the question 
about raising the minimum wage 
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uses a smiley face and the question 

on illegal immigration an exploding 
head emoji (both pictured above), 
while the questions related to Soros 
are accompanied by a steaming 

nose emoji. The use of emojis is 
designed to appeal to young voters and 
is attempting to normalise extreme 
right-wing beliefs. 

The outcome of the national 
consultation will be announced after 
this article went to press, but the 
result is a foregone conclusion. 


Vigilantes 
Orban and his Fidesz government 
are not only popularising different 
forms of racism and bigotry, they are 
also legitimising the actions of nazi 
groups and movements in Hungary. 
Searchlight has received reports 
from two Roma civil rights groups in 
Budapest which state that there is a 
new wave of attacks on Roma people. 
Groups of black-clad vigilantes, 
loosely connected to the Nazi Mi 
Hazank Mozgalom (Our Homeland 
Movement), have been roaming 
around districts of the capital, 


Picture imperfect 

Above: Are you afraid of illegal 
immigration? 

Top left: Are you concerned 
about you child being exposed 
to sexual propaganda? 
Bottom left: Would you raise 
the minimum wage? 


attacking homeless Roma. Despite 
formal complaints being made to the 
Budapest police, no action seems to 
have been taken against these right- 
wing vigilante groups. 

However, Orban’s homophobia is 
being challenged both internationally 
and among large sections of 
Hungarian society. In the week 
following the launch of Orban’s 
national consultation more than 
30,000 people joined the Budapest 
Pride. It was the largest Pride that 
the country has seen: it was more 
like a protest and solidarity march 
than a festival. 

The 2022 general election will 
play a key role in deciding Hungary’s 
future. If the anti-Fidesz electoral 
coalition wins it will be a major 
defeat for the far right across the 
globe. However, an Orban victory will 
bring with it a further move towards 
authoritarianism and further will 
entrench Orban and his illiberal 
authoritarianism. @ 


Martin Smith writes about fascism and 
the far right at dreamdeferred.org.uk 
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Anti-vaxxers 
switch focus 
to protect the 


‘righteous’ 


Vaccine opponents in the USA are swelling the 
ranks of the far right, coalescing into a new 
network that aims to switch the narrative from 
Covid to opposing ‘wicked’ liberals and other 
activists. Leonard Zeskind reports 


hen the second wave of COVID-19 
deaths hit in early August the 

death count in the USA reached 
632,647. There had been more than 
36,400,000 cases of coronavirus 
infection. Despite this, the country was just as polarised 
over simple measures such as mask wearing and vaccination 
as it had been at the beginning of the pandemic 18 months 
earlier. This lack of national unity over basic steps to 
increasing health and safety is one piece of the larger divide 
over voting rights, anti-racist education and public policy 
that has plagued the country since before Donald Trump was 
elected President in 2016. 

Each of the 50 states, as well as many US cities, set their 
own policies regarding the wearing of masks and mandating 
vaccination. In Florida and Texas, for example, Republican 
governors have failed to take some of the basic steps that 
have been mandated in other states. 

On the broad left, many commentators have blamed the 


Leading light 


Ammon Bundy, 
who came to 


ideas took hold first. A deeper look at the refusal to get 
vaccines and introduce elementary steps such as wearing a 
mask, however, shows that these policies began at grassroots 
level, originating within the farthest reaches of the far right. 
By the summer of 2020, the Institute for Research 
and Education on Human Rights (IREHR) was tracking 
1,100 “Covid insurrection” groups, which between them 
totalled 3.2 million members. These groups demanded the 
premature reopening of the economy, pushed various Covid- 
based conspiracy fantasies, modelled insurrection tactics 
and stormed state capitols, according to IREHR president 
Devin Burghart. They distorted public opinion, and injected 
xenophobia into the public health crisis. Recent public 
opinion polling has shown that at least 40% of Americans 
believe that the coronavirus was made in a lab in China. 


Origins of the People’s Rights network 
The People’s Rights network, which has grown fast and 
furiously, best represents the trajectory of this phenomenon 


upsurge in deaths on the lack of good public health policies prominence in public life. This article is based on reports such as 
during the Trump presidency. He did not take any of the as the leader Ammon’s Army, which can be found at www.IREHR.org. 
common sense science-based steps such as mandating mask — of an armed Ammon Bundy emerged during a 2016 armed takeover 
wearing and vaccination. Instead, he promoted many of occupation, of the Malheur National Wildlife Refuge headquarters in 
the same non-rational measures that his far right base of , Oregon. A rally was organised to support two ranchers who 
supporters embraced. C pushi Ne. had lit fires in 2001 in a protest against federal land-use 

It may seem difficult to disentangle the ideas of Trump new kind of regulations, in a bid to “reclaim” the land for its “rightful 
from those of his far-right base, and to determine which nationalism owners”. The two men were convicted of arson and ordered 
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to serve their full sentences, following which militia 
members — Three Percenters, Tea Partiers and other so- 
called “patriots” from across the country — converged on 
Burns, Oregon, to support them. 

Asmall group of activists led by Bundy left the rally to take 
over the dormant buildings of Malheur National Wildlife 
Refuge. After 40 days, the armed occupation came to an 
end, following which more than two dozen occupiers were 
charged with federal offences. In the legal battle for the 
Malheur invaders that ensued, Bundy quietly built up a core 
group of dedicated followers. In the end, the arsonists were 
pardoned by President Trump, while Bundy and most of the 
Malheur militants were freed by the courts. Then along came 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

In 2020, as governors around the country began putting 
in place rules to prevent the spread of SARS-CoV-2, 

Bundy started gathering people together to stop governors 
introducing any rules. On March 26, Bundy held an initial 
meeting in his warehouse in Emmett, Idaho. A few days 
later, on April 2, he held a meeting where COVID-19 health 
restrictions dominated the conversation. One participant 
lamented: “If we knew for sure that 150 million people 
were going to die that would be tragic and sad and very 
unfortunate, but that still doesn’t trump our freedom and 
our rights.” 

There was widespread agreement in the room about the 
need to change the narrative, to draw attention away from 
“focusing on the virus” and to “focus[ing] on our freedoms 
and our rights”. They decided to call themselves the People’s 
Rights network. During the event, participants declared 
that they would defy the governors’ stay-at-home directives 
and hold an Easter service. Although only about 60 people 
attended the Easter rally, the defiant disregard for public 
health drew national attention. In the 16 months since, the 
network has grown faster than any other like-minded outfit. 


Nationalist rhetoric 

A recent IREHR investigation uncovered that the network 
has a membership of 32,000, with 400 regional or area 
leaders. In a first for modern far-right networks, People’s 
Rights has a majority of women in local leadership positions. 
The rapid growth of the network has been spurred by a 
fusion of Bundy’s core of far-right paramilitary supporters 
built up over years of armed standoffs with a mass base of 
new activists radicalised in protest over COVID-19 health 
directives. Seizing on Covid anxiety, Bundy and his area 
leaders have cultivated a network of militia members, 
preparedness zealots, anti-maskers, anti-vaxxers and 
conspiracy mongers. And they have achieved this using a 
soft-sell approach full of nationalist rhetoric. 


There was widespread agreement 
about the need to change the narrative, 
to draw attention away from ‘focusing 
on the virus’ and to ‘focus[ing] on 


our freedoms and our rights’ 
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The State of Oregon, particularly its eastern part, is 
one of the organisation's hot spots. IREHR’s latest count 
found that, in June 2021, the People’s Rights network had 
5,377 members in Oregon, increasing 162% over the past 
seven months. They have led efforts to break the state apart 
via secession, and meld the eastern part into a greater 
far-right Idaho. 

During the armed takeover of the Malheur Wildlife 
Refuge, the occupiers damaged archaeological artefacts and 
bulldozed sacred burial grounds of the Burns Paiute Tribe, 
which are within the territory of the refuge. Tribal leaders 
condemned the occupation, saying the militia were trying to 
claim ancestral Paiute lands. Two of Bundy’s paramilitary 
occupiers were ordered to pay restitution to the tribe. 


Electoral ambitions 

Instead of an “anti-government” narrative, People’s Rights 
leaders have expressed a desire for governmental power to 
be used to protect the “righteous” against “wicked” liberals, 
antifa and Black Lives Matter activists, and others. Several 
People’s Rights leaders are now running for elected office, 
with their sights on becoming the government. 

Leaders have proposed a type of armed enclave-style 
“neighbourhood” nationalism, where “righteous” neighbours 
stand against the “wicked”. People’s Rights leaders have 
often defined the “wicked” using far-right conspiracism, 
racism, antisemitism, anti-indigenous and anti-transgender 
sentiment. In the context of the pandemic, it puts the lives of 
community members and public servants at risk, straining 
democratic institutions, and damaging civil society. 

Furthering these goals, Bundy has declared himself 
a Republican candidate for governor of Idaho in 2022. 
However, he is not well loved by the other Republican 
politicians he will face in a primary election. Some do not 
even consider him to be a Republican. 

He says he wants to eliminate property and income taxes, 
and will fight off federal control of federal government lands, 
such as national parks. He also intends to end any health 
mandates. He said: “Joe Biden and those in the Deep State 
that control him are going to try and take away our gun 
rights, freedom of religion, parental rights, and ... further 
violate the constitution.” His campaign will likely further the 
People’s Rights network and vice versa. 

Bundy will be mirroring the example of Georgia 
Congresswoman Marjorie Taylor Green, who was elected 
to federal office in November 2020, despite — or maybe 
because of — her adherence to QAnon racist and antisemitic 
conspiracy fantasies. She annoyed Republican leaders in 
the House of Representatives to such an extent that she 
was denied any standing positions in the congressional 
committee structure. Now she has been bounced off 
Twitter for repeatedly making misleading or baseless 
pronouncements. “These vaccines are failing and do not 
reduce the spread of the virus and neither do mask{s] ... 
vaccine mandates and passports violate individual freedom.” 

Apparently, no one told her about that old civil rights 
adage that none of us are free, if one of us is in chains. e 


Leonard Zeskind is president of the Institute for Research and 
Education on Human Rights. See www. irehrorg 
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Italy's right-wing parties are engaged in a battle to claim 
the Mussolini brand, using the dictator's trusted methods, 
in a bid to gain votes. Alfio Bernabei explains 


here are new ways of 
disseminating fascist 
propaganda through 
social platforms over the 
internet, but Italy’s two 
far-right parties — Lega and Brothers 
of Italy — are always ready to rely 
on the old methods that proved so 
successful under Mussolini’s regime. 
These include symbolism visible in 
public spaces with special attention 
to topology. Under fascism one could 
hardly move without stepping into a 
street, a piazza or a park that didn’t bear 
names that turned the environment 
into part of the dominant ideology. 

Predictably, when Giorgia Meloni, 
the leader of the Brothers of Italy, was 
asked what she thought about naming 
a street after Giorgio Almirante, the 
best-known Italian fascist politician 
since the Second World War with a 
criminal past as a nazi collaborator 
serving under Mussolini, she 
sounded enthusiastic. In her opinion, 
Almirante fully deserved the honour 
as one who guided “a whole political 
community” linked to the “fascist 
experience” into the democratic debate 
— in practice, leading the process of 
legitimising fascism. 

Given that flirting with fascism has 
consolidated her position, gaining her 
4 or 5 extra points in opinion polls in 
the past year to take her party neck 
and neck with Lega (both now on 
around 20%), she has no reason to 
change her strategy. This means that 
her “rival” on the far-right, Matteo 
Salvini, leader of Lega, a party that as 
well as being imbued with racism from 
its inception has benefited from its 
fraternisation with fascists, can safely 
and more openly push the same line of 
action to catch up with her. 
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His hope is that the duel with 
Meloni in “Mussolini’s Park” will gain 
ground and restore Lega to the first 
place it occupied until recently. This 
duel has taken up considerable space 
in the media, timed to coincide with 
the forthcoming local elections in 
October in all major towns, including 
Turin, Milan, Bologna, Rome 
and Naples. 

The decision to bring Mussolini’s 
name into the electoral campaign 
may have come from Salvini himself, 
who in August stood on a platform 
in Latina next to Claudio Durigon, a 
prominent member of his party who 
suggested that a local park named 
after two judges assassinated by 
the Mafia should be renamed after 
Mussolini’s brother, Arnaldo. Latina 
is a town not far from Rome, founded 
in 1932 by Mussolini as a symbol of 
fascist national renewal. Mussolini's 
brother Arnaldo died in 1931 — 
Mussolini had the London branch 
of the Italian Fascist Party named 
after him. 


Propaganda tool 
One reason Durigon’s suggestion 
caused outrage with the expected 
headlines is that the two judges killed 
in 1992, Giovanni Falcone and Paolo 
Borsellino, are considered by many 
to be the symbols of moral progress 
in a country affected by criminal 
organisations acting sometimes hand 
in hand with fascists. The other is 
that Durigon is the Undersecretary of 
State in the Ministry of the Economy, 
the Lega being part of the current 
coalition government headed by Prime 
Minister Mario Draghi. 

Whether or not the Durigon 
controversy was engineered on 


Gaining ground 
Flirting with 
fascism has 
gained Giorgia 
Meloni, leader 
of the Brothers 
of Italy, points 
in opinion polls 
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purpose, banking on Mussolini’s name 
as a propaganda tool to bring more 
votes to the Lega, the fact remains 
that the mere suggestion of having 
a recreation area bearing such a 
name constitutes a new milestone in 
the legitimisation of fascism, giving 
a boost to organisations such as 
CasaPound and Forza Nuova, and 
nazifascists in general. 

Clearly, Durigon cannot retain 
his post, but the fact that Prime 
Minister Draghi and the President of 
the Republic, Giuseppe Mattarella, 
failed to act immediately to force him 
out has reinforced the impression 


Vote seeking 

In the hope of 
increasing Lega 
appeal, party 
leader Matteo 
Salvini (left) has 
taken up an idea 
put forward 

by fellow party 
member Claudio 
Durigon (bottom 
left), that of 
naming public 
spaces after 
Mussolini, eg 
renaming a park 
after Mussolini’s 
brother Arnaldo 


that major national institutions are 
impotent when faced with challenges 
posed by fascists. 

ANPI, the national association of 
partisans who fought nazifascism 
during the Second World War, 
reacted with dismay at the turn of 
events. Its secretary, Gianfranco 
Pagliarulo, declared: “Salvini is trying 
to be clever. He attempts to deny that 
Lega shows sympathy with fascism, 
forgetting his selfies with leaders 
of CasaPound and his friendship 
with people described by so many as 
pro-nazi.” 

ANPI highlighted another case 
that has caused grave concern — the 
decision to retain a well-known fascist 
as a diplomat. In April this year, 
Mario Vattani who attended meetings 
with CasaPound and took part in 
1989 in an attack against a group of 
youths, leaving two of them with life- 
threatening injuries, was confirmed 
as Italian ambassador to Singapore. 
Protests appear to have been ignored 
by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


Petitions 
Both the Durigon and the Vattani 
episodes have been at the centre 
of petitions addressed to the 
government. One of them, led by the 
national daily I] Fatto Quotidiano, 
lists a number of other issues “which, 
taken as a whole, form part of a chain 
of events that pose questions about 
the fundamental principles of our 
democratic system”. The petition cites 
a number of issues causing concern: 
@ A further attempt to name a street 
after Almirante near Alessandria, 

Northern Italy 
@ A decision taken by regional 

authorities in Umbria to partly 

finance an event described as a 

“cultural festival” organised by 

CasaPound 
@ A ceremony that took place in 

Gorizia, Northern Italy, to pay 

homage to nazifascists 
@ Finally, the case of a local councillor 

in Sicily who thought fit to celebrate 
the SS. 

The petition concludes: “It is the 
duty of the government to intervene 
immediately to put an end to this 
alarming trend.” It is the first petition 
of this kind to be launched by a 
national newspaper. ® 
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Justice left wanting 


On the 4th anniversary of the Grenfell fire, trade unionists paid tribute to the 72 
lives lost, before going on to discuss the wider implications of societal inequalities, 
including the issue of racism in the workplace. Cathy Pound reports 


ith the silent 
marches and 
the anniversary 
events still 
unable to take 
place in person the London, East and 
South East (LESE) TUC used its AGM 
as an opportunity for trade unionists 
to mark the 4th anniversary of the 
devastating fire at Grenfell on 14 
June 2017. The meeting started with 
a 72-second silence in memory of the 
72 lives lost, as well as to remember 
the 70 injured and the 223 survivors, 
the families and friends and all of 
those who continue to be impacted by 
the events that evening. Among those 
affected are firefighters and the local 
community who are still living through 
the practical and psychological 
aftermath while the lengthy inquiry 
is ongoing. 

Nabil Choucair, who lost six close 
relatives in the Grenfell fire, spoke 
about the “never-ending” fight that 
he, along with other relatives and 
the Justice4Grenfell community-led 
group, have had at every stage since the 
night of the fire. The fight has extended 
from ensuring appropriate long-term 
housing and support for all Grenfell 
residents to realising that health and 
safety legislation needs to be changed. 

Nabil wanted to highlight the current 
petition that calls for “an independent, 
expertise-led and community-centred 
inquiry into whether institutional 
discrimination on the basis of race, 
class and/or religion contributed to the 
events leading to the fire”. There was a 
fight to get the petition accepted on the 
UK and Parliament website, because 
it was blocked before being finally 
accepted. The petition needs to gain 
100,000 signatures to secure a debate 
in Parliament. 
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Piease sign the petition 
and end the injustice 


The Residents’ Association at 
Grenfell had warned of fears over 
fire safety in the block. The cladding 
was there to make the block less of 
an eyesore for their more affluent 
neighbours in Kensington and Chelsea, 
rather than to benefit the residents 
with insulation. David Agbley of Unite, 
who sits on the LESE TUC executive, 
asked what support the Grenfell 
campaign now needs. Nabil replied 
that promoting the petition would 
be a great help and it was agreed to 
circulate the petition to all attendees. 

There have been many criticisms 
regarding the Grenfell inquiry. Major 
concerns centred on the delay from 
the end of January until July to restart 
Phase 2 of the inquiry, which is looking 
into the wider circumstances that 
led to the fire, and the fact that no 
criminal proceedings can take place 
until after the inquiry’s final report 
and recommendations have been 
published. 

Therein lies what activists have 
realised is one of the most insidious 
aspects of what appears to be the 
favoured government route after 
a major incident: that an inquiry 
simply delivers a report with 
“recommendations”, with no duty or 


legal requirement to take any actions to 
prevent such incidents recurring. 


Lawsuit 

Yvette Williams of Justice4Grenfell 
paid tribute to Nabil and the other 
survivors and bereaved families, 

some of whom are still in temporary 
accommodation and trying to secure 
permanent housing, while scrutinising 
the inquiry’s Phase 1 report and 
watching Phase 2 sittings. 

Yvette reminded participants 
that Phase 2 had been halted for five 
months, while a request for individual 
witness immunity from prosecution 
for anything that might be said in 
“oral evidence” was considered. The 
request, which was granted, came 
from representatives of refurbishment 
architects Studio E, building 
contractors Rydon, cladding installers 
Harley Facades and the Kensington 
and Chelsea Tenant Management 
Organisation. 

Solicitor to the inquiry Caroline 
Featherstone contacted the Attorney- 
General, suggesting that some 
individuals were too closely associated 
with their employing company and 
that corporate immunity might be 
considered in order that individual 
evidence would not implicate the 
companies or organisations involved. 
The request was not granted. 

Yvette pointed out that there had 
been fires prior to Grenfell involving 
flammable cladding, citing a fire 
at Lakanal House in Camberwell 
in 2009 in which six people died, 
but lessons are not being learnt. 

She highlighted that £126,000 was 
saved by using cheaper cladding in 
the Grenfell refurbishment, adding 
that this was the price of 72 lives lost 
and consequences for the hundreds 
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impacted by the fire. She noted that 
throughout the UK many people 

lived in fear, in buildings covered in 
flammable cladding, with 24-hour fire 
wardens in place. She also raised the 
debacle over who should face the costs 
of removing this fire hazard. 

Along with other contributors, 
Yvette noted with anger and sadness 
that the firefighters had been “thrown 
under a bus”, having risked their 
lives on the night and noted that 
they had not sought immunity when 
giving evidence. Yvette concluded her 
detailed update by thanking the trade 
union movement for its unparalleled 
support for Justice4Grenfell, saying 
that the campaign will stand by the 
firefighters when they return to give 
evidence in Phase 2. 


Tackling racism 
Lester Holloway, policy officer at the 
TUC strategy department, finished the 
public part of the LESE TUC AGM by 
updating participants on the progress 
of the TUC Anti-Racism Task Force. 
Set up in 2020, the task force, has to 
date been speaking to black workers to 
gather evidence through surveys and 
focus groups. 

He explained that they aimed 
to, first, establish what the issues 
were, second, develop and promote 
solutions for the workplace and, last, 
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shine a light within the trade union 
movement to ensure members would 
lead on addressing discrimination in 
the workplace. Lester noted the four 
strands that would underline the work 
of the task force: organising, collective 
bargaining, campaigning and looking 
at the unions as employers, as well as 
the lay structures. He stated that the 
aim is to “map out the actions needed 
today to tackle unequal outcomes and 
keep race on the agenda”. 

The pandemic and the death of 
George Floyd on 20 May 2020 in 
Minnesota, USA, followed by the 
subsequent Black Lives Matter 
response had helped focus attention on 
the inequity of health outcomes. These 
events also shone a light on the policing 
of the black community both in the UK 
and internationally, with mobile phone 
footage that appeared regularly online 
standing as evidence that these are not 
isolated incidents. The focus of the task 
force is to keep workplace inequality 
under scrutiny and try to move forward 
in changing outcomes for individuals. 

The task force had begun developing 
a toolkit for monitoring ethnicity pay 
disparities, model action plans to deal 
with the results of the monitoring and 
provide a checklist for undertaking 
collective bargaining. The TUC had 
also undertaken to recruit and train 
more black workplace representatives 


and to run regional leadership 
programmes. 

The TUC was encouraging trade 
union leaders to focus on anti-racism 
and to use their position to champion 
the recommendations of the Anti- 
Racism Task Force within their own 
unions. Lester was clear that the task 
force was the first step in an ongoing 
process — a lot of hard work lay ahead 
to implement the suggestions and to 
monitor their impact before significant 
and lasting changes in the workplace 
would be visible. 

Those who had joined the public 
part of the LESE TUC appreciated that 
they had been able to mark the 4th 
anniversary of the Grenfell fire and had 
had an opportunity to hear an update 
on the progress of the TUC Anti- 
Racism Task Force. 

The fact that those who lost their 
lives at Grenfell or at the hands of the 
police, and those who died while on the 
frontline of care during the pandemic 
are more likely to be from black and 
ethnic minority communities is stark 
evidence that institutional racism 
impacts every aspect of people’s lives 
from housing to health outcomes — and 
can ultimately lead to loss of life. 

As trade unionists and as anti-racists 
this has to be a wake-up call to keep 
race at the top of the agenda and not 
just added as an AOB. ® 
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No Free Speech for Fascists: Exploring 


‘No Platform’ in History, Law and 
Politics 

David Renton 

Routledge, 2021 

£15.99 p/b 


No Platform: A History of 
Anti-Fascism, Universities and 
the Limits of Free Speech 

Evan Smith 

Routledge, 2020 

£27.99 p/b 


nfettered free speech is an ideal that many, on 
first impression at least, would think needs to 
be defended at all costs. But should anyone be 
able to say anything at all, no matter what the 
consequences to others? Can inspiring hatred 
towards another community be justified as free speech, even 
if it might have potentially violent consequences? Are some 
political ideas so dangerous that they should not be allowed 
to be given expression publicly? Who makes these decisions 
here? The state? Civil society? 
Such issues cut to the core of the politics surrounding 
the “no platform” tactic. Championed by anti-fascists in 
the 1970s, it was employed by many others well before the 
rise of the National Front and has been central to many 
controversies in more recent times as well. Simply put, no 
platform means finding ways to deny speaking opportunities 
to those who express views that others deem intolerable in a 
free society. 
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Paul Jackson 


Our regular commentator reviews two books that discuss 
the upsurge in the use of no platforming, and the pros 
and cons of using this tactic to deny racists a voice 


A fine line to tread 


No platforming involves a series of knotty issues, and two 
new books by Evan Smith and David Renton explore the 
history, politics and current applicability of the No Platform 
strategy, with both arguing for a better understanding of 
its underpinning justifications. Both also suggest that no 
platform should be used, but with care and a concern for the 
wider principles of trying to maximise freedom and liberation. 


Evolving strategy 

Evan Smith is a historian who has written extensively 

on the politics of the radical left in Britain, as well as 
aspects of fascism. His books include British Communism 
and the Politics of Race (2018), while his excellent New 
Historical Express blog site, has become essential reading 
for those who study left-wing radicalism in Britain and 
beyond. Smith’s No Platform: A History of Anti-Fascism, 
Universities and the Limits of Free Speech draws on this 
wider background of studying anti-fascist and anti-racist 
politics, and sets out a detailed history of the evolution of the 
no platform approach to tackling British fascists throughout 
the 20th century and up to the present day. 

His book starts by looking at the ways anti-fascists 
before the Second World War used what were effectively 
no platforming techniques to stymie the British Union of 
Fascists and others of the period. He also examines the ways 
in which postwar anti-fascists such as the 43 Group also 
hampered resurgent fascist activism through efforts to deny 
their opponents chances to speak in public, again sometimes 
leading to physical confrontations. No platforming existed 
well before it was given a specific name. 

The book then focuses on the development of the National 
Union of Students’ formal no platform position in response 
to the National Front, and the politics that surrounded this 
in the 1970s as part of a wider effort to tackle resurgent racist 
agendas. After examining this history in some depth, Smith 
then assesses how, as the National Front waned into the 
1980s, no platforming was used to target other phenomena 
deemed to be threatening to others, such as misogyny. 
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The Wiener Holocaust Library and the European Fascist Movements, 1918-1941, project 


This Fascist Life 


A NEW TEMPORARY EXHIBITION PRESENTED BY 


Radical right movements In interwar Europe 


6 October 2021 - 4 February 2022 


he Wiener Holocaust Library and the 
T European Fascist Movements, 1918- 

1941, project are pleased to announce a 
temporary exhibition, This Fascist Life: Radical Right 
Movements in Interwar Europe. 

Today, as extreme right-wing radicalism grows in 
Europe and elsewhere, this timely exhibition looks 
back to the first manifestations of the destructive 
phenomenon of fascism. 

“If we are really serious about combating 
extremism we need to understand what it was like 
for people to be members of fascist movements,” 
said Dr Roland Clark, exhibition co-curator and lead 
investigator on the European Fascist Movements, 
1918-1941, project at the University of Liverpool. 

Fascist political parties, militia and movements 


World War. United by ultra-nationalist ideas and 
similarities of style and action, these movements 
shaped, and in some places remade, politics and 
society. Fascists mobilised on the streets to attack 
their opponents and to support the accession to 
power of fascist parties in countries such as Italy, 
Germany, and Austria. Later, they helped to enable 
German occupations and the Nazis’ policies of 
persecution and genocide across Europe. 
Drawing on The Wiener Holocaust Library's 
unique archival collections, first assembled in 
the 1930s by Dr Alfred Wiener as part of his fight 
against fascism, as well as on the expertise of 
an international group of specialists in interwar 
fascism, this exhibition focuses on the experiences 
of the rank-and-file members of fascist movements 
in the interwar period. It explores the world of the 
young and socially diverse fascist activists and 
examines their motivations and activities. 


The Wiener Holocaust Library, 
29 Russell Square, London, WC1B 5DP 
Registered charity number 313015 


Fascist students in Vienna, Austria, 1931 


Searchlight is proud to support this exciting exhibition 
at The Wiener Holocaust Library, including the first 
public display of items on loan from the Searchlight 
Archive at the University of Northampton 


The Wiener Holocaust Library, 
29 Russell Square, London WC1B 5DP 


Free entry: Monday-Friday, 10am-5pm 
www.wienerholocaustlibrary.org 
+44 (0) 207 636 7247 


Nearest Tube stations: 

» Russell Square (Piccadilly line) 5-10 min walk 

» Goodge Street (Northern line) 10 min walk 

» King’s Cross (Metropolitan, Northern, Circle, 
Victoria, Hammersmith & City lines) 15 min walk 


For updates on the 
exhibition follow 
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emerged across Europe in the years after the First 
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In later chapters, Smith’s extensive archival analysis 
examines more recent developments around the tactic, and 
critiques some of its main detractors. He highlights how 
recent fascist groups such as Nick Griffin’s British National 
Party (BNP) were to a degree limited by anti-fascists 
advocating for no platform on campuses, but he also explores 
how increased media coverage in the 2000s was used by the 
BNP to help it grow. 

Smith’s account also examines the ways that debates over 
applying no platform to Islamist groups fed into fearful, 
securitised concerns over Muslim communities in the 2000s, 
and he also considers no platform’s extension into other areas 
of debate by the 2010s, such as transphobia. Smith’s study 
highlights the ways that no platforming policies have been 
adapted and have evolved over time, used in different periods 
to tackle different concerns. He also documents how the most 
vocal contemporary critics of no platforming, especially the 
online magazine Spiked, have roots in radical history and 
examines how proclamations of defending unfettered free 
speech for all help such voices promote their own concerns. 

In sum, while offering a detailed history and appraisal of 
no platform, Smith clearly advocates for the selective use of 
the tactic. He also takes critical positions towards a range of 
reactionary voices that see no platforming as an attack on 
their ability to voice intellectualised, bigoted stances. Smith’s 
account is helpful for those who need to understand the 
historical developments and key moments in greater depth, 
and this account offers a valuable addition to the growing 
number of books on British fascism and anti-fascism — and 
post-1945 radical politics more broadly. 


Mainstream 


David Renton 
argues that 
right-wing 


as Nigel Farage 
should not be 
subject to no 
platforming 


Grassroots tactic 

David Renton’s No Free Speech for Fascists: Exploring ‘No 
Platform’ in History, Law and Politics is another thoughtful 
and considered contribution to this literature. It has been 
written by another well-established voice in the analysis of 
both the extreme right and anti-fascism. His recent books 
include Never Again (2018), a study of the Anti-Nazi League 
and Rock Against Racism, and The New Authoritarians 
(2019), a study of the evolution of the contemporary far right. 
While certainly recognised as an important historian of 
fascism, Renton is now a barrister by profession, and his legal 
background is of particular relevance to the analysis in No 
Free Speech for Fascists. 

The book has three parts, History, Law and Politics. The 
first examines the long history of free speech in Britain from 
1640 to the present day, focusing on the importance of this 
debate, especially in light of the rise of fascism in the 20th 
century. Like Smith’s book, it also dwells on the development 
of the no platform strategies in Britain in the 1970s. Renton 
also juxtaposes these developments with the ways debates 
around free speech unfolded in America. 


It is important to challenge the tendency 
to see emotional aspects of political 
discourse as being of lesser importance 
compared with the rational arguments 
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but not fascist 


politicians such 


The second section of the book, Law, focuses on the 
legislative context of free speech, and he separates the actions 
of the state from those of anti-fascists who seek to restrict free 
speech as part of their activism. For Renton, the no platform 
strategy is part of radical oppositional politics, and is distinct 
from efforts by the state itself to both allow, and limit, freedom 
of speech. The final section, Politics, then examines the roles 
for ano platform strategy for contemporary activism. Chapters 
here include exploration of the impact of social media, the 
evocation of male victimhood among those who claim to be 
silenced, and the political potency of free speech. 

Renton’s core argument is that no platform as a strategy 
needs to be used with great care. He argues no platforming 
should be restricted to those who are not only deemed fascist 
by advocates for no platform but also those who are likely to 
be seen as fascists by a potential audience. In other words, 
someone with a degree of mainstream currency, such as Nigel 
Farage, should not be no platformed, while someone more 
easily identifiable by the public as an advocate of fascist ideas, 
such as Nick Griffin or David Irving, should be. Without this 
public perception of a speaker being specifically fascist, the 
tactic risks seeming intolerant and will lack popular legitimacy. 

Moreover, Renton highlights that no platforming is merely 
one tactic among many that grassroots activists can use 
to deny political space to those who want to advocate for 
extreme positions. He highlights alternate approaches, such 
as the throwing of milkshakes on to figures such as Stephen 
Yaxley Lennon, aka Tommy Robinson, or arranged mass 
walkouts from advertised talks, which can be used to highlight 
opposition to a speaker. Such examples illustrate for Renton 
that there is an array of imaginative ways to embarrass those 
advocating for unpalatable positions. Moreover, he argues that 
no platforming needs to be set within a broader politics clearly 
advocating for progressive and liberating agendas that justify 
the restriction of speech only to those whose politics would 
deny such liberties. 


Emotionally charged 

Both Smith and Renton’s books are detailed, well researched 
and considered. Readers may or may not agree with the 
positions in terms of when and why no platforming can be 
justified, but certainly these books will help readers find 
their own positions in this complex nexus of issues. For me, 
one area where both books could have gone further is in 
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exploring the centrality of emotions in such debate, and the 
ways emotive aspects of political discussion are at the heart 
of the ways the extreme right ‘works’. 

Those promoting unlimited freedom of speech often evoke 
notions such as “the marketplace of ideas”, metaphors that 
focus on the idea that extended bouts of rational arguments 
will allow political ideas to be tested and that there is some 
final point where the “best” argument will win out. This 
legitimises giving extremists a platform, as their ideas will 
be shown to be erroneous. 

The recent uptake by historians and others into study of 
feelings and sentiments demonstrates that such metaphors 
are unhelpful to understanding what is going on in such 
emotionally charged political spaces. It is important to 
challenge the tendency to see emotional aspects of political 
discourse as being of lesser importance compared with the 
rational arguments — often they are central. 

This is important to consider because the extreme right’s 
use of language and rhetoric often seeks to connect with an 
audience primarily on an emotional level, so opposing this 
with reasoned arguments will have limited effect. Their 
discussion points focus on “emotives”, key themes that 
provoke highly affective reactions among sympathisers, such 
as fear of society falling into decline or elemental concern 
over the future of the nation or race. 
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Debates featuring the extreme right are not simply won 
or lost through rational exchanges, and may produce both 
“rational” winners and “emotional” winners, the latter 
claiming the sympathy of sections of an audience, even if 
they do not have as many detailed facts and arguments to 
hand. The ways that language steeped in emotion frames 
many such debates, and the wider emotional politics around 
these discourses, certainly needs further analysis and 
exploration. 

Renton and Smith have both produced fascinating, 
thought-provoking and important contributions to the study 
of no platform. Both go some way to considering how the 
extreme right operates in emotive ways, although there is a 
need to reflect more on the ways that a politics of emotion is 
central, rather than peripheral, to how this space operates. 
This is a bigger issue than just the no platforming tactic. 
Examining this aspect in more depth can allow critical 
approaches to consider more fully the emotive positions of 
the extreme right and unpick the deeper appeal of claims 
that they are under “attack” and are being “silenced” by those 
who understand that free speech has limits and comes with 
responsibilities as well. & 


Paul Jackson is a senior lecturer in history at Northampton 
University, specialising in extreme right ideology today 
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sends greetings and solidarity to all those marking the 


85th anniversary 
of the Battle of Cable Street 


The example of unity in action of those who blocked the path 
of the fascists through our community on 4 October 1936 
remains an inspiration and a lesson for us all in the 
continuing fight against racism and fascism 


-NO PASARAN! 


Sam Gurney, Regional Secretary, London, East & South East TUC 


LEEDS TRADES BARNSLEY 2ettetnyern 
UNION COUNCIL $00.) eee 
CO U * Ci a orientation 


SOLIDARITY 


Workers united stopped 
Mosley at Cable Street 


from Leeds TUC to all the anti-fascists 
who mobilised in massive numbers 
to stop the Nazi Mosley 


Unfortunately, the fight against fascism 


and racism still has to be fought today 


In Leeds, 30,000 workers confronted 


Mosley in the Battle of Holbeck Moor on SOLIDARITY 


27 September 1936, just weeks before to all involved in the fight 
the Battle of Cable Street as we celebrate the 


85TH ANNIVERSARY 
of the defeat of 
Mosley’s Blackshirts 


We owe a huge 
debt to these 
brave comrades 


